
Vidahlia Press & Publishing House welcomes submissions for our first 
Prison Writing Contest. The deadline for submissions is February 1, 
2014. Winners will be announced on July 4, 2014. You may submit a 
manuscript if you have been an inmate in a federal, state, or county 
prison or jail within one year of the February 1st deadline.

SUBMISSIONS
Manuscripts should be typewritten and double-spaced, or legibly 
handwritten on 8½” x 11” paper.  Only unpublished manuscripts 
will be considered, with the exception of pieces that have appeared 
in prison publications. Artists represented by literary agents, or who 
have any representation agreements, are ineligible. Manuscripts shall 
not discuss the facts of your case, your innocence or guilt, or request 
legal assistance.  Submissions are not confidential.  Written content will 
not be protected by attorney-client privilege.
 
Authors may not submit more than one entry in each category. Vidahlia 
Press is unable to return manuscripts or artwork, so please be sure to send 
copies of your work, not the originals.  Submissions should be accompanied 
by a brief cover letter with the author’s name, identification number, and  
complete mailing address. 

CATEGORIES
Poetry: One poem of any form, no more than 2,500 words total.

Fiction: Short story, or selected excerpt from a longer piece, not to 
exceed 5,000 words.

Drama: Monologues, scenes from plays intended for stage or 
screen, not to exceed 2,500 words.

Nonfiction: Essay, observation, editorial, article or biography, not 
to exceed 5,000 words.

Graphic Novel: Including artwork with a maximum of 2,500 
words. Collaborative work between 2 or more inmates will be  
accepted and monetary prizes shared.

PRIZES
First place:  One year tuition payment to an online or correspondence 
fine arts or creative writing program at a selected college or $500.00.

Second Place: $250.00  |  Third Place: $100.00

The winning submissions will be published in an Anthology. All  
winners will be required to sign an Agency and Publication Agree-
ment with Vidahlia Press & Publishing House.
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